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"Spider Rock", Canyon de Chelly,
Arizona; legendary home to the
Navajo Spider Grandmother[2]

Spider Grandmother
Spider Grandmother (Hopi Kokyangwuti, Navajo Na'ashjé'ii Asdzáá) is an important figure in the
mythology, oral traditions and folklore of many Native American cultures, especially in the
Southwestern United States.[1]

In Hopi mythology, "Spider Grandmother" (Hopi
Kokyangwuti)[1][3] also called "Gogyeng Sowuhti" among many
other names can take the shape of an old, or timeless woman or
the shape of a common spider in many Hopi stories. When she is
in her spider shape, she lives underground in a hole that is like a
Kiva. When she is called upon, she will help people in many ways,
such as giving advice or providing medicinal cures. "Spider
Grandmother" is seen as a leader, a wise individual who represents
good things.[4]

This story begins with Tawa (the Sun god) and Spider Woman (Spider Grandmother) who is identified
with the Earth Goddess.[1][3] They separate themselves to create other lesser gods, then create the
Earth and its creatures. Spider Woman and Tawa realized the creatures they made were not alive so
they gave them souls. After this, they created woman and man from their own likeness and sang them
to life. From there, Spider Woman separated creatures into tribes and lead them through the Four
Great Caverns. After they came to their final home, Spider Woman tells the people the roles of a
woman and a man, as well as the religious practices they were to follow. It is also noted that
anthropologist Fred Eggan found this version to be close to the Zuni creation myth.[5]

In this narrative, Grandmother Spider is also known as the Good Spirit. She acts as a guide to the
creatures in the first world, helping them travel to the higher worlds.[6] She guides and mentors them
as they change into different forms, slowly becoming more human. She leaves the creatures in the
fourth world (the high world) to settle permanently.[4]
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In this story of creation, Spider Grandmother, also called "Gogyeng Sowuhti", is the assistant of Tawa.
He sends her to the creatures living in the first world to deliver his word. Tawa was unhappy that his
creations do not understand how to live. Spider Grandmother guides the creatures on their journeys
through the worlds as their physical appearances change to be more human. In the third world she
taught them how to weave and make clay pots. While in the third world the people began to turn away
and forget Tawa. Because of this Spider Grandmother was sent to let the few who were still good know
that it was time to leave the others behind. With the help of the Pokanyhoya and the Chipmunk,
Spider Grandmother advised and led the people to the upper world where they would reside. Spider
Grandmother helped the people create the Sun and Moon, advised the people on how and where to
travel, and on religious practices.[7]

In The Destruction of Awatovi (A Walpi Reed Clan Version), Spider Grandmother uses her special
glass to find a missing woman for Coyote and his grandmother. Coyote and his grandmother are
searching for this missing woman while her husband is taking care of their children at home.[4]

In The Village at Lamehva (How the Reed Clan Came to Walpi), Spider Grandmother guides her two
grandsons who are both named Pakanghoya to create people out of mud. The brothers assume she
brought the mud people to life. Later in the story, she acts as a guide to one of the mud people village
members named Sikyakokuh. Spider Grandmother advises Sikyakokuh on his journey to find a
hunting dog for the village. She tells him how to appease the village of dogs in order to give him one of
their members.[4]

In Destruction by Fire (How the Village of Pivanhonkapi Perished), Spider Grandmother saves the
Oraibi village from being burned down by the neighboring witches. Spider Grandmother spun a
magical web over the village and having the people douse it with water.[4]

In The Races at Tsikuvi (Why the Payupki People Departed), Spider Grandmother helps the people in
the Payupki village win races against the Tsikuvi village (whose members had been rude to her). She
helped them by putting a special medicine on their best runners legs. Later in the story, she changes
into her spider form and crawls into the ear of the second runner to give her advice on how to avoid
the traps set by the Tsikuvi village. At the end of the story, Spider Grandmother helped the Payupki
village escape an attack from the rival village Tsikuvi by advising the Payupki village leader to move
the village and its people.[4]

In The Story of Tiyo, Spider Grandmother is called "Spider Woman" and she helps Tiyo on his journey
to the Far-Far-Below river to see where it travels. Tiyo travels to the home of "Spider Woman" and
enters her home magically through a small hole. She gives him a special serum called nahu to spit on
his enemies to subdue them. After spending a few days in her home, Tiyo starts his journey to the Far-
Far-Beyond river accompanied by "Spider Woman". She advises him on the tests and challenges of his
journey and threatens to leave him if he does not follow her direction. Tiyo completes this journey
with Spider woman's help, and from this he gains wisdom and knowledge.[5]

In Navajo mythology, Spider Woman (Na'ashjé'íí Asdzáá) is the constant helper and protector of
humans.[8] Spider Woman is also said to cast her web like a net to capture and eat misbehaving
children. She spent time on a rock aptly named spider rock which is said to have been turned white
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from the bones resting in the sun.[9]

The Diné Bahaneʼ creation narrative of the Navajo (recorded 1928) includes a mention of "Spider
Woman and Spider Man", who introduced the spindle and the loom.[10] In another myth, "Spider
Woman" aided the twins (born of the Sun and the Changing Woman) in killing the monsters that were
endangering "The Earth surface People" by giving them "feather hoops" that protected them from
attacks. In another myth, two women come to "Spider Woman" hoping for a solution to help the
Navajo people bear the winter. She taught the women how to make yarn from sheep wool, and to dye
it and weave it. From this, the women taught the other villagers how to do these things, and the village
was able to make rugs to use and sell to help survive the winter.[9]

In The Zuni Emergence Myth, Water Spider appears and uses his body and long legs to find the center
of the Earth so that the Zuni people could live there in order for their views to not be swayed in one
way.[6] Also, according to the Zuni, string games were given to them by Grandmother Spider.[11]

In Pueblo tradition, Spider Old Woman appears as the equivalent of "Thought Woman" (Keresan Tse-
che-nako, Sussistanako): while the name of "Thought Woman" was reserved for sacred ceremonies,
Spider Woman would be used in the context of everyday discussion or teaching.[12]

Karl Taube in 1983 tentatively connected the South Western "Spider Woman" mytheme with the pre-
Columbian Teotihuacan "Great Goddess" known from pictorial representations.

The Ojibwe people (Chippewa) of southern Canada and northern US speak of Spider Woman, known
as Asibikaashi,[13] as a helper of the people, and inspiring mothers (or other close female relatives) to
weave protective spider web charms.[14]

In Lakota tradition, the (male) trickster spirit Iktomi appears in the form of a spider.[15]

In the Northwest, the Coos people of Oregon have their version of a Spider Grandmother traditional
tale.[16]

The Choctaw people of Tennessee and Mississippi tell the story of Grandmother Spider stealing fire,
then after animals refused it, bringing fire to humans.[17][18]

Susan Hazen-Hammond (1997, 1999) compiled numerous tales collected from various tribes.[19]

In the Pacific there is a connection between Spider Grandmother and the Moon Goddess.[20]

Murray Mednick wrote seven one-act plays called The Coyote Cycle with the same four characters:
Coyote, Coyote trickster, Spider Grandmother and Mute Girl.[21] These same characters come from
traditional Native American stories and myths.
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Spiderwoman Theater, a Native American feminist theater group, named themselves after the Spider
Woman narrative.[22]

Alice Walker's feminist novel Meridian (1976) references the Spider Woman narrative.[23]

Gorg Huff and Paula Goodlett's fantasy novel Warspell: The Merge (December 2018) references the
Spider Woman narrative. In the novel, characters from a popular role playing game merge with the
normal humans who play them in the game realm, and the mythological creatures from the game,
including Spiderwoman, come to Earth with them.[24][25]

The Book The Heroine's Journey: Woman's Quest for Wholeness compares Grandmother Spider,
Hecate, and Hestia as strong female characters. This source also states that women can look to
emulate the qualities of these characters.[26]

The Article Grandmother Spider: Connecting All Things (Preventing Chronic Disease) connects
medical programs with Spider Woman (Grandmother Spider). In this work it states the importance of
having medical networks connected like a spider web. It compares Spider Woman's interconnections
to the Native American people to the need for interconnections in public health to produce better
services.[27]

Spider Man, Spider Woman and Weaving section of the Diné Bahaneʼ article (Navajo: "Story of
the people")
Folklore and mythology section of the Cultural depictions of spiders article

1. Spider Woman Stories, published by The University of Arizona Press, 1979. ISBN 0-8165-0621-3
"Kokyangwuti" (https://web.archive.org/web/20131023015312/http://www.mythologydictionary.co
m/kokyangwuti-mythology.html). MythologyDictionary. Archived from the original (http://www.myth
ologydictionary.com/kokyangwuti-mythology.html) on 23 October 2013. Retrieved 23 November
2012. "A creator-goddess of the Hopi. Daughter of Sotuknang"

2. Tobert, Natalie; Pitt, Taylor, Colin F. (eds.) Native American Myths and Legends (1994), p. 35.
3. "Spider Woman / from the Hopi people" (https://web.archive.org/web/20100604013033/http://www.

jcu.edu/Bible/101/Readings/Myth/SpiderWoman.htm). Resources for Indigenous Peoples'
Religious Traditions. John Carroll University. Archived from the original (http://www.jcu.edu/Bible/1
01/Readings/Myth/SpiderWoman.htm) on 4 June 2010. Retrieved 23 November 2012. "This story
is taken from Leeming, The World of Myth, 36-39; Leeming cites G. M. Mullett, Spider Woman
Stories: Legends of the Hopi (Tucson, AZ: 1979), 1-6."

4. Courlander, Harold (1982). Hopi Voices Recollections, Traditions, and Narratives of the Hopi
Indians. University of New Mexico Press. ISBN 978-0-8263-0612-8.

5. Mullett, George Merrick (1979). Spider Woman Stories (https://archive.org/details/spiderwomansto
ri00mull). Tucson, Arizona: The university of Arizona Press. ISBN 978-0-8165-0669-9.

6. Thury, Eva M.; Devinney, Margaret (2017). Introduction to Mythology Contemporary Approaches
to Classical and World Myths. New York: Oxford University Press. p. 104. ISBN 978-0-19-026298-
3.

Spider Grandmother in other works

See also

References

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiderwoman_Theater
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alice_Walker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meridian_(novel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gorg_Huff
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paula_Goodlett
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heroine%27s_Journey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hecate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hestia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_Americans_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Din%C3%A9_Bahane%CA%BC#Spider_Man,_Spider_Woman_and_Weaving
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Din%C3%A9_Bahane%CA%BC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_depictions_of_spiders#In_folklore_and_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_depictions_of_spiders
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-8165-0621-3
https://web.archive.org/web/20131023015312/http://www.mythologydictionary.com/kokyangwuti-mythology.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20131023015312/http://www.mythologydictionary.com/kokyangwuti-mythology.html
http://www.mythologydictionary.com/kokyangwuti-mythology.html
http://www.mythologydictionary.com/kokyangwuti-mythology.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20100604013033/http://www.jcu.edu/Bible/101/Readings/Myth/SpiderWoman.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20100604013033/http://www.jcu.edu/Bible/101/Readings/Myth/SpiderWoman.htm
http://www.jcu.edu/Bible/101/Readings/Myth/SpiderWoman.htm
http://www.jcu.edu/Bible/101/Readings/Myth/SpiderWoman.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-8263-0612-8
https://archive.org/details/spiderwomanstori00mull
https://archive.org/details/spiderwomanstori00mull
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-8165-0669-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-19-026298-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-19-026298-3


11/11/23, 1:38 AM Spider Grandmother - Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spider_Grandmother 5/6

7. Courlander, Harold (1970). Fourth World of the Hopis. New York: Crown Publishers, Inc. pp. 17–
33.

8. "Legendary Native American Figures: Spider Woman (Na'ashjéii Asdzáá)" (http://www.native-lang
uages.org/spider-woman.htm). Native Languages of the Americas. Retrieved 4 January 2014.

9. Carmean, Kelli (2002). Spider Woman Walks This Land. 1630 North Main Street, #367 Walnut
Creek, CA 94596: AltaMira Press. pp. xvii–xx.

10. O'Bryan, Aileen, The Diné: Origin Myths of the Navajo Indians (Hastiin Tlo'tsi Hee, "The Age of
Beginning", transcribed 1928). Smithsonian Institution Bureau of American Ethnology, Bulletin 163
(1956), 37–38.

11. Allan and Paulette Macfarlan (1958). Handbook of American Indian Games, p.189. ISBN 978-0-
486-24837-0.

12. "Some confusion is sometimes created concerning Tse che nako and Old Spider Woman,
especially in secular discussions. Kere holy men hesitate to mention Tse che nako's name,
especially for purely secular discussions; Thought Woman's name is reserved for use only in
sacred ceremonies. In secular discussions and teachings, Tse che nako is often symbolically
referred to as Old Spider Woman or Spider Woman. "Purley, Anthony F. (1974). "Keres Pueblo
Concepts of Deity," American Indian Culture and Research, 1, no.1: 31. Quoted in: Buell,
Lawrence (1996). The Environmental Imagination: Thoreau, Nature Writing, and the Formation of
American Culture, p.518-519., n.27. Harvard. ISBN 9780674258624.

13. Bingham, John Pratt (2010). God and dreams : is there a connection?. Eugene, Or.: Resource
Publications. pp. 65–66. ISBN 9781606086674.

14. Densmore, Frances (1929, 1979) Chippewa Customs. Minn. Hist. Soc. Press; pg. 113.
15. "Legend of the Dreamcatcher" (https://web.archive.org/web/20220307193102/http://aktalakota.stj

o.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=8820). aktalakota.stjo.org. Akta Lakota Museum &
Cultural Center. Archived from the original (http://aktalakota.stjo.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticl
e&id=8820) on 2022-03-07. Retrieved 2016-08-28.

16. Leo J. Frachtenberg (1913). Coos texts. California University contributions to anthropology (Vol.
1), "Spider-Old-Woman" (http://www.sacred-texts.com/nam/nw/coos/ct14.htm). New York:
Columbia University Press. p. 61.

17. Young, Judy Dockrey (1994-05-01). Race With Buffalo and Other Native American Stories for
Young Readers (https://books.google.com/books?id=l5EKAQAAMAAJ&q=grandmother+spider+C
hoctaw+people+of+Tennessee+and+Mississippi). August House. p. 37. ISBN 9780874833430.

18. Lynch, Patricia Ann, 1936- (2004). Native American mythology A to Z. New York: Facts On File.
p. 97. ISBN 9781438119946. OCLC 363059896 (https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/363059896).

19. Timelines of Native American History Penguin Group (USA) 1997 ISBN 978-0-399-52307-6,
Spider Woman's Web (1999) ISBN 978-0-399-52546-9

20. Schuetz-Miller, Mardith (Summer 2012). "Spider Grandmother and Other Avatars of the Moon
Goddess in New World Sacred Architecture". Journal of the Southwest. 52 (2): 283–435.
doi:10.1353/jsw.2012.0015 (https://doi.org/10.1353%2Fjsw.2012.0015). JSTOR 23337331 (https://
www.jstor.org/stable/23337331).

21. Mednick, Murray (1993). The Coyote Cycles, Padua Playwright's Press. ISBN 978-0-9630126-1-6
22. "Spiderwoman Theater" (https://hemisphericinstitute.org/en/hidvl-collections/itemlist/category/476-

spiderwoman-theater.html). hemisphericinstitute.org. Retrieved 2020-10-01.
23. Snodgrass, Mary Ellen (2013), "Spider Woman and feminist literature" (https://books.google.com/

books?id=b5xbAgAAQBAJ&pg=PT1392), Encyclopedia of Feminist Literature, Infobase Learning,
ISBN 978-1438140643.

24. Huff, Gorg; Goodlett, Paula (2018-12-03). Warspell: The Merge. ISBN 978-1-948818-23-0.
25. ISBN 978-1-948818-22-3

http://www.native-languages.org/spider-woman.htm
http://www.native-languages.org/spider-woman.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-486-24837-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-486-24837-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keres_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780674258624
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9781606086674
https://web.archive.org/web/20220307193102/http://aktalakota.stjo.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=8820
https://web.archive.org/web/20220307193102/http://aktalakota.stjo.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=8820
http://aktalakota.stjo.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=8820
http://aktalakota.stjo.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=8820
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_J._Frachtenberg
http://www.sacred-texts.com/nam/nw/coos/ct14.htm
https://books.google.com/books?id=l5EKAQAAMAAJ&q=grandmother+spider+Choctaw+people+of+Tennessee+and+Mississippi
https://books.google.com/books?id=l5EKAQAAMAAJ&q=grandmother+spider+Choctaw+people+of+Tennessee+and+Mississippi
https://books.google.com/books?id=l5EKAQAAMAAJ&q=grandmother+spider+Choctaw+people+of+Tennessee+and+Mississippi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780874833430
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9781438119946
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OCLC_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/363059896
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-399-52307-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-399-52546-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doi_(identifier)
https://doi.org/10.1353%2Fjsw.2012.0015
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JSTOR_(identifier)
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23337331
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23337331
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-9630126-1-6
https://hemisphericinstitute.org/en/hidvl-collections/itemlist/category/476-spiderwoman-theater.html
https://hemisphericinstitute.org/en/hidvl-collections/itemlist/category/476-spiderwoman-theater.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=b5xbAgAAQBAJ&pg=PT1392
https://books.google.com/books?id=b5xbAgAAQBAJ&pg=PT1392
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-1438140643
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-1-948818-23-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-1-948818-22-3


11/11/23, 1:38 AM Spider Grandmother - Wikipedia

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spider_Grandmother 6/6

26. Murdock, Maureen (1990). The Heroine's Journey: Woman's Quest for Wholeness. Horticultural
Hall 300 Massachusetts Avenue Boston, Massachusetts 02115: Shambhala Publications, Inc.
ISBN 978-0-8348-2834-6.

27. Wilcox, Lynne S. (2006-12-15). "Grandmother Spider: Connecting All Things" (https://www.ncbi.nl
m.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1832128). Preventing Chronic Disease. 4 (1): A01. ISSN 1545-1151
(https://www.worldcat.org/issn/1545-1151). PMC 1832128 (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articl
es/PMC1832128). PMID 17173709 (https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17173709).

Spider Woman and the Holy Ones (http://www.canyondechelly.net/story_teller.html) — Din'eh
story by Adam Teller and Grandma Thompson.

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spider_Grandmother&oldid=1179437512"

External links

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-8348-2834-6
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1832128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1832128
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISSN_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/issn/1545-1151
https://www.worldcat.org/issn/1545-1151
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PMC_(identifier)
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1832128
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1832128
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PMID_(identifier)
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17173709
http://www.canyondechelly.net/story_teller.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spider_Grandmother&oldid=1179437512

